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If you read Misunderstood Shark by Ame Dyckman 
and illustrated by Scott Magoon, the first one in 
the series, you’ll remember that Shark was so 
hungry, he ate his best friend, Bob.
 
We were anxiously hoping that somehow Bob 
managed to escape the dark pit of Shark’s 
stomach in the sequel, and (spoiler), sharks can 
expel their stomachs out to eject an object that 
can’t be digested. Apparently, Bob is indigestible. 
Thanks, Ame!  
 
So here we have our first book guest, Friends 
Don’t Eat Friends, in our brand new series of 
children’s literature inspired projects.
 
Why did we pick Friends Don’t Eat Friends?
 
It is an excellent story of friendship and 
forgiveness, mixed with little known facts about 
sharks that complement the text and enrich the 
subject. Sharks are delightful creatures, scary and 
fascinating at the same time.

Materials:

Bristol or watercolor paper

Black cardstock or construction paper

Soft pastels (Light colors only and a 

bowl with water to soak them)

Medium round brush

Watercolors

Black oil pastel

Black sharpie

Scissors

Glue

We created a project inspired by 

the ridiculously cute and colorful 

artwork of Scott Magoon. 

This project is divided in two: First, 

we will create the ocean floor, 

followed by either Shark or his 

friend Bob, the jellyfish. You can 

create both if you want!
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First, we will soak our soft pastels in the 

water to prevent them from crumbling, 

(unless you like pastel dust, that’s fine) 

and draw this pattern from 2/3 of the 

paper going down until we cover the area.

Now, turn the paper upside down. This 

will help to prevent smudging the already 

painted pattern.

 

With a different color, soaked it in water, 

we will make long leaf shapes. Those are 

algae.

 

We now have a 

background for our 

artwork.

The Ocean Floor:
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Shark:
We are not as talented as Scott, 

but we can try to make a shark 

as good as his. We will sketch it 

as follows:

1. Draw a leaf shape; this is the Shark’s 

body. Draw its snout while drawing its 

body or do it afterward. Do not close the 

shape.
2. On the little space you left at the 

bottom, make its tail. It is like drawing a 

crescent moon.

3. Next, draw the shark’s fins. First, the 

one on the top, then, the one on the side.

4. Now draw the details: eyes, mouth, 

teeth, and gills.
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Bob, the Jellyfish:

To draw Bob:

1. Imagine you are drawing a scoop of ice 

cream.

2. Next, draw a line on top of his head 

and a letter M on top of the line.

3. Draw two big balls for his glasses and 

inside draw two smaller balls. Draw a 

smile and some eyebrows.
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Paint and Add Details:

Time to put some color on our shark: 

Grab the watercolors and color half in 

blue and the other half in a lighter blue.

 

Allow to dry and go back to make details 

more visible with the sharpie: eyes, 

eyebrows, fin, and gills.

 

Cut it out

Paint Bob’s head with pink 

watercolor.

On a separate piece, paint 

long vertical lines with purple 

watercolor. Those are the 

tentacles.

 

Allow to dry and go back to 

make details with the sharpie: 

eyes, eyebrows, glasses, 

mouth, and hat.

 

Cut everything out.
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Assamble:

Glue your characters on the background.


